THE HOWARD COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

10910 Route 108, Ellicott City, Maryland 21042

(410) 313 6600

IMPROVEMENTS TO SCHOOL SITES OR SCHOOL FACILITIES

PROPOSAL


June 12, 2012

To:
Director of School Facilities

From:
Carol DeBord, Assistant Principal


Forest Ridge Elementary


9550 Gorman Road


Laurel,  Maryland 20723


(410) 880-5950


Representing: Forest Ridge Elementary School

I/we submit for your consideration and advancement if appropriate a proposal affecting the

Grounds of Forest Ridge Elementary School

This proposal may be described as follows:

1.
What is the intent of the proposal?  Our intent is to have Forest Ridge Elementary partner with the Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay and Restoring the Environment and Developing Youth (READY) to design and build a rain garden on the school campus*. We would like the rain gardens above two storm drain grates that are in a depression. (We have also observed two other areas on the school property that would be excellent locations for rain gardens, depending on how many the READY team could create. The rain gardens would give students at Forest Ridge Elementary the opportunity to work on projects with environmental, conservation, and sustainable topics.  It would also provide an example to the surrounding community on a simple, effective way to enhance our natural environment while helping the Chesapeake Bay. 
2.
What form will it take (attach sketch/drawings or detailed plan)?

See attached template.  The size of the garden represented may need to be modified to fit the areas where we are thinking of placing the rain garden.

3.
What precautions will ensure health and safety?


The rain garden will be built by READY during the summer months while students are not in attendance.  The garden will be built in a location that is not available to students during the day unless supervised by an adult.  When students are working in the rain garden they will be required to wear appropriate attire.

4.
What security is provided against vandalism and unauthorized use or occupancy?

Forest Ridge has security cameras that monitor the grounds, which would include the rain garden.

5.
How will the improvement relate practically and aesthetically to existing structures and landscaping?
The rain garden will improve the landscape as well as provide an efficient use for our runoff water.  The garden will be designed to trap and filter the runoff from our building allowing the water to seep into the soil naturally.  This rain garden will also provide a beautiful landscape of native Maryland plants to attract local birds and helpful insects, creating a schoolyard habitat that will be used in a variety of educational ways by students.  

6.
Estimate probable costs both initial and operating, together with source(s) of funding.

Anticipated costs include annual mulching and replenishing of plants. We are exploring the option of sourcing plants through a local nursery and asking the PTA and Girl Scouts to provide funds for additional materials.

7.
How much labor will be required and who will provide it?


During the school year, the school’s environmental seminar students as well as other grade level science classes will maintain the rain garden. In the summer months, we will organize a sign-up roster for volunteer organizations (scouts, the PTA, staff etc.) to maintain the rain garden. Through these combined efforts we believe we can ensure year-round coverage.


A maintenance plan will be developed along the lines of the attached “Maintenance Plan”.

8.
What amount of time will be needed to do the job?


The amount of time needed to complete the installation will be determined by the READY team.
· We are considering four different locations, which will be determined based on assessment by Miss Utility.  The first two would be around grates in the back of the building that pull storm run off from our building. Another is on the side of the school that has a swale running into a stream. This will slow down run off and erosion.  The last location is next to the playground where wash outs occur do to excessive run off.


In submitting this proposal, I/we know and understand the policy of the Howard County Board of Education entitled “Improvements to school Sites or School Facilities” and will support its implementation relative to this project should my/our request be approved.


Submitted:
___________________________________



     Signature(s) of initiator(s)



___________________________________



___________________________________

ACTION RECORD

1.
Proposal received on ________________________. by ________________________________________.

                                                            (Date)                                                           (Name)

2.
Evaluation of proposal completed _________________________, by (check as appropriate):



Director, School Facilities______________________________
_____________  












(date)




Manager, Safety, Environment


   
and Risk Management ________________________________
_____________











(date)



Chief Operating Officer________________________________
_____________












(date)

Project approved ______          not approved _____


Conditions (if any):

3.
Project schedule:



Begun:
__________________________



Completed:
__________________________



Notes (if any):
__________________________

